NWRRC Member Profile: Jillyn Myers (1958-2020), Member from 2000 to 2020

Jillyn Myers of Aegis Rhodesian Ridgebacks was an extraordinary friend to countless members of
our Ridgeback community, one of our Club’s most accomplished breeders (over 70 AKC
Champions, including Best of Breed at Westminster, along with tens of dozens of other AKC titles),
and simply a wonderful human being.

Each year at the Cascade Hound Show, our Club honors Jillyn with memorial trophies and plaques.
As | was thinking about how to even begin to write about her, it occurred to me that maybe the best
way to profile Jillyn would be to ask those who perhaps knew her best and longest from within our
Club and in the RR community at large. My hope is that those of you who never knew her will gain a
better understanding of why the NWRRC honors her and that you might be inspired as well.

Jillyn Myers (1958-2020)

Learn more about our remarkable Jillyn below, from breeding partner Erin Coogan/Aegis Rhodesian
Ridgebacks, dear friends Gale Severson/NWRRC Club Member and breeder of Mwen-Yezi
Ridgebacks, Teri Kruse/NWRRC Club Member, Lisa Erickson/former NWRRC Club Member, Aubrey
Beretta/NWRRC Club Member & PacNW Rescue Coordinator, Trish Wells, and me, Lorilee Torrey.

Erin Coogan, Jillyn’s breeding partner/Aegis Rhodesian Ridgebacks Jillyn and I met in Utah,
where we both were living at that time, in a competition obedience class in 1992. She had rescued a
Ridgeback, Samson, from the Ogden, Utah shelter, and had also acquired her first show dog, K.C.,
from Kivuli Kennels in Florida and showed her to her AKC Championship. We became fast friends
and trained together for several years. She introduced me to the sport of Lure Coursing where she



competed regularly with K.C. and Sam in ASFA Trials. My Standard Poodles even got to be the
practice dogs on occasion. In 1995, when the first Aegis litter was born, | joined the team. She
chose the name Aegis due to its meaning and use as a "Protection or Shield". She was single at the
time and enjoyed running and chose Rhodesian Ridgebacks as her breed due to their protective
nature and athletic prowess.

Jillyn always had a vision of what she
wanted in a dog and had a way of
getting long time RR breeders to give
her open and honest answers about
pedigrees. With this knowledge, she
was able to form the legacy of Aegis
Ridgebacks by breeding directly to a
Calico Ridge dog and then flying to
New Jersey to breed to a Kimani dog. |
was lucky to start my involvement in
conformation with these great dogs,
and together, we made breeding

decisions over the next 25 years, based on what we wanted to improve in the next generation and
what we saw when we traveled all over the West for shows. We rarely disagreed. That relationship
served us well and pushed us to produce the 70+ champions that bear the Aegis name.

What's not to miss about Jillyn? Her open, honest, and direct personality? Her "to the death" loyalty
to her friends? Her "let's do it" attitude? Or maybe it was her "better late than never" motto? Every
day with Jillyn as my friend was a gift. Knowing you have a person in your life that always has your
back s a treasure. | probably miss the "remember that time?"(always RR related) conversations the
most. Ridgebacks and humans alike were well served by Jillyn Myers being on this planet.

Gale Severson, NWRRC Club Member and breeder/Mwen-Yezi Ridgebacks

I met Jillyn in 2000 through email. Right after she moved to Oregon, a friend suggested | get in touch
with her since she was new to the area. We soon met up at a dog show and were friends ever since.

My RR life has not been the same since we
lost Jillyn. We traveled to dog shows
together, lure coursing trials, traveled to
Specialties, and | stayed with her
whenever | was in the Portland area. We
even went to London and Africa together.
Driving to shows we would be talking so
much that we would drive right by our
destination. And of course we laughed
ourselves silly.




I think Jilllyn joined NWRRC in 2000, shortly after moving to the Portland area. She was always very
active in everything she participated in, and NWRRC was no exception. For many, many years, she
supported Ridgeback entries at dog shows, along with Teri Kruse and me. She was always so
supportive of people and had such good energy. |n organizing things, she would get distracted
sometimes, but ALWAYS pulled though with great results.

I miss everything about Jillyn. Our long talks and phone conversations, traveling, and eating out at
great restaurants. | loved that she had the ability to talk to people, whether we knew them or not,
and keep the conversation going. | have not always been good at that. | loved how passionate she
was about Ridgebacks, and that we had that same passion. Jillyn never complained about the
cancer that cut her life short. She was ready to go and do anything. | really miss being her friend.

Teri Kruse, NWRRC Club Member | first met Jillyn at NWRRC Fun Day in 2005. Norm and | were
training our puppy Lily for Lure Coursing (yes, there used to be actual training) and we worked at
trials. Back in my early days of showing Lily, | observed that many of the bitches were taking nearly
three years to finish. There was that much competition. It occurred to me that maybe some dogs
should give up, that it wasn’t going to happen for them. While standing among other RR breeders
from our area, | asked “How will | know if | should keep showing Lily?” Jillyn responded with, “Oh
honey, we will let you know.” Looking back, | recognize that moment as my introduction to Jillyn’s
honesty and straightforwardness.

Jillyn and | often discussed structure.
Perhaps our mutual medical
backgrounds caused our curiosity, but
she strove to understand for making
breeding decisions as well. Having
vastly less knowledge and experience, |
value those discussions.

One of the most valuable qualities |
loved and still miss was Jillyn’s open
door. | know MANY Ridgeback people
visited her home, stayed in her home,
and shared meals with her and her
husband, Don. She shared freely and
with love.

Jillyn was an example of ethical
breeding. She mentored many new
breeders. She was active in Rescue. She
participated in Performance as well as
Conformation. She supported this
breed, on every level, and was simply a
“force” for Rhodesian Ridgebacks, all
while having a demanding career, a busy
home life, and two battles with cancer.

Jillyn, Gale, and Teri enjoying Rl at the RRCUS Specialty



| currently have two dogs with the Aegis kennel name and | wish she could see Ridley, from her last
litter, as the best girl-dad-mom ever to Zhora, my puppy. | sure wish she could meet Zhora, and see
how wonderful she is.

Lisa Erickson, former NWRRC Club Member Not enough words can ever say “Thank you, Jillyn
Myers, for so positively impacting and changing my life for the last 20 Y2 years”. | owe all of my
involvement in RR’s to Jillyn — she was my friend, my mentor, my encourager, the one who taught me
to love our breed and to breed for all the right reasons, and, to get involved in all of the venues/dog
sports that | could.

In 2005, | moved to Oregon and met Jillyn for the first time. | had just gotten my first Aegis dog from
Erin the year before. Jillyn introduced me to Gale Severson and other RR fanciers. | also met Teri
Kruse and have cherished all of these friendships.

Jillyn was a supporter of the NWRRC in every way. She shared her knowledge, her love, her
enthusiasm, and her energy and resources ... everything for the club and its members. She was a
treasure to all who knew her.

All of my RR’s are the direct result of my relationship with Jillyn and Erin:

Aegis Marathon McKenzie SC CGC-McKenzie

GCH CanCH AmDC Aegis Cardinal Riley SC TT HIC CGC NJP-Riley

Can/Am CH Couleeridges Runaway Red @ Aegis AXJ OARN NJP SC TT HIC CGC-Brook
CanCH/GCHB CH Aegis Electra Red of Argos TD MX AXJ MXP2 MJP RN CGC TKA VC-Lexi
GCHB CH Aegis Let The Future Begin OAJ OATD JC CGC TKA VC- Zanzi

GCH Aegis Fire Breather JC NA NAJ FCAT ACT1 TKN VC- Sizzle

| so miss our weekly phone calls - still hear her voice saying “Lisa,... Jillyn”. She so cared about me
and my dogs, what we were doing each week, next activities, when were we getting together, etc; |
could not have had a better friend. And she always opened her home to us, dog show weekend,
evacuation from where | live, or just to come and spend some time. A true lady, a true friend, and a
most special person.



Trish Wells/friend and Aegis RR owner | met Jillyn Myers about 20 years ago when | entered my
backyard bred, Ridgeback boy in the Obedience Trial at the Rose City Dog Show cluster. It was our
first trial, and | had been advised that we were ready. Of course we didn’t Q. The long down was too
much. As | was packing up to leave the area, a stranger rushed up and asked my name. She handed
me a cute African themed satchel and said that it was ours for the trial. | told her we didn’t Q, and
she laughed. That was ok, she said, he was the only Ridgeback entered.

A couple years down the road and | began to think about finding a second Ridgeback. | had learned
a smidge and realized that contacting a reputable breeder was the appropriate pathway. |
remembered the woman with the beautiful, generous smile and looked on the tag still attached to
Eli’s suitcase with the show sponsors Jillyn Myers and Gale Severson.

Jillyn led me into the world of Ridgebacks and Conformation. She introduced me to Agility, and Lure
Coursing. She got me to the Clicker Expo, and to tracking seminars, to training seminars, and dog
structure lectures, and finally to be one of Cofia’s mid-bitches and catch my third puppy when she
whelped.

Jillyn was passionate about Ridgebacks. She studied structure and temperament and always
sought dogs that would bring positive characteristics. And the puppies were ready to learn when
they left for their chosen homes. Ridgebacks that were Companion dogs was her goal. Dogs that
were ready to learn and participate in sports in addition to Conformation was a priority. Jillyn was
always ready with a helping hand for anyone. She was willing to do whatever. Transport loads of dog
food for rescue, replace a kitchen floor damaged in a household flood, sand the bottom of a yacht
in dry dock, whelp litters, co-organize a national specialty, or offer shelter to friends in need. She
was a consummate volunteer.

I miss her always. Especially on Tuesday nights when she doesn’t come to Agility and go out for
tacos after. Whenever her name comes up, which it does frequently amongst the ridgie crowd, the
person I’m talking to will lament how much they, too, miss Jillyn. I’'m not the only one for sure.

Jillyn and Cofia, GCHB CH Aegis Hazelnut Expresso and running agility with Alta

Aubrey Beretta/NWRRC Club Member & PacNW Rescue Coordinator | met Jillyn over 18 years
ago. | drove with her to take my foster dog and her foster to Gig Harbor to meet a potential home. It



was January and she couldn’t get up her hill because of ice, so we got a late start. Shortly after that,
Lorraine Pedersen asked me to be co-coordinator of Rescue with Jillyn as Jillyn’s work schedule
was making it hard to stay on top of things. Jillyn always took the time to talk to anyone interested in
Ridgebacks, be it pet, show, breeding, or rescue. She believed in being honest, even if they didn’t
want to hear it, but gentle when what she was going to say may be hard to hear.

Lorilee Torrey, NWRRC Club Member | met Jillyn at the Fall Roseburg cluster in 2011, shortly after
moving to Oregon. She walked right up to me with a huge smile on her face and warmly welcomed
me and almost immediately convinced me to join the Club. Like many of you, | immediately felt
more at home and at ease in the glow of her generous spirit; she just seemed to have that effect on
people. Jillyn was a HUGE proponent of educating people about our beloved breed, and of giving
those not so well-informed, second chances and grace. Jillyn had an incredible sense of FUN (!!!)
and | deeply miss her and our numerous discussions about structure and movement. She knew a
ton about pedigree and had a completely positive way of evaluating dogs, regardless of their overall
quality. | will be forever grateful to have been inspired by her in all of those ways and consider
myself better for having known her.

Jillyn is survived by her loving husband, Don, and an “impossible to put a number on” tribe of
friends and extended family.




